PLAYHOUSE   TRICK                    93
puppets which are to appear In Hero and Leander.,
Leatherhead says^ "And here is young Leander,
Is as proper an actor of his inches, and shakes
his head like an Hostler". As it cannot be pre-
tended that stablemen in Jonson's day were all
afflicted with a trembling of the head, the only
possible inference Is that we have here an allusion
to a distinguishing physical trait which marked
the acting of William Ostler,, an admired young
player then a principal member of the King's
Company, called by John Davies "the Roscius
of these titties'% who died a couple of months
after the production of the play, when he could
have been no more than twenty-five* Jonson
knew him well, for he had formerly been one of
the members of the children's company at the
Blackfriats, and had acted there in his Poetaster
in 1601, not to speak of his subsequent appearance
at the G-lobe In Cat&tim.
Two years later, when rare old Ben wrote T/M
Dm/ is an Ass for another company, the King's
Men at the Blackftiars, he contrived to ting the
changes on the old playhouse trick, There is a
scene in the second act of the pky in which
Meerecraft and Engine conspire to humbug
Fitzdottrel by imposing upon him a skilfully
disguised gallant as a much-travelled, highly